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point yet, as this chairman suggested
we were, that there is a rough Mem-
bers’ outline of how you could schedule
other activities if we’re still working
in December?

Mr. HOYER. I don’t know the paper
to which you refer. However, I know
what I've told the chairmen so I would
be glad to relate it to our Members for
their planning purposes.

The Senate decided to be out the last
2 weeks of November, obviously the
last week being Thanksgiving or I
guess it’s the next to last week being
Thanksgiving, and we will be out that
week because the Senate won’t be in.
And frankly, after the 16th, what I've
told the committee chairmen is that
the only business that I will schedule
time for will be the finishing of busi-
ness that we’ve already initiated and
that we are getting back from the Sen-
ate, whether it’s appropriations bills or
other conference reports on authoriza-
tion bills, Energy being one. We might
be able to do that prior to the 16th. But
if not, Energy would certainly be one
of those bills. There would be others
that would fall in that category, but
there would be no initiated legislation
out of the House after the 16th of No-
vember.

I have then told Members, as you
refer to, and the chairman has referred
to, that it will be my intention in De-
cember to schedule us the first Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday, that’s
the 4th, 5th and 6th of December. And
then, if necessary, Members ought to
keep their calendars flexible for the
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of
the next week.

Now, the Speaker and I both have
talked to the leader in the Senate,
hopeful that by the 6th of December we
can finish our business. But, as you
well know, and I'm more empathetic
with your pain every day that you ex-
perienced, we need to make plans for
contingencies because we meet contin-
gencies on a regular basis. So that’s
the second week.

But the point, for planning, is that I
do not intend to schedule Mondays or
Fridays in December.

Mr. BLUNT. Okay. That’s very help-
ful.

I know our planned adjournment day
was tomorrow, and we’ve known for
some time we wouldn’t make that; but
I believe your information here is very
helpful, that Members, if we are work-
ing in December, those first two weeks,
would anticipate that Monday and Fri-
day of those two weeks would not like-
ly be scheduled work days, and they
could schedule other things in their
districts.

Mr. HOYER. The gentleman is cor-
rect. Obviously, there are contin-
gencies on which, particularly I think
a Friday, not so much on a Monday, on
a Friday. We have not yet decided
when, for instance, if we need a CR, as
is quite likely, when that CR will end.
And, obviously, we’re not going to, we
have no intention, and I know I talked
to the President, the President has no
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intention of shutting down the govern-
ment. So we need some flexibility for
those days for that contingency. We
have no intention of being certainly at
home and having the government shut
down. We need to reach accommoda-
tion on that.

But, generally speaking, those would
be the six days that I want to have us
try to be available. The first three I'm
sure we’re going to be here. The second
three I hope we’re not here, but I don’t
want Members to schedule themselves.

I might make one additional an-
nouncement that might be helpful to
Members. We have decided that we will
be coming back after the Christmas/
New Year’s break on the 15th of Janu-
ary; that’s a Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. on
the 15th.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman.
That’s very helpful information for our
Members on the time we will be work-
ing and the information for next week.

And I yield back.

—————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
OCTOBER 29, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MITCHELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

THIS IS DAY 25

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, this is
day 25. That is 25 days, so far, that our
veterans have not had the use of the in-
creased funding for their benefits and
health care. That is $18.5 million a day
not able to be used. And why? Because
the Democratic leadership has decided
to not complete this bill and send it to
the President, who has agreed to sign
it.

In June this House passed this appro-
priation bill with a $6 billion increase
in a bipartisan manner. We were proud
of our work and grateful to our vet-
erans.

On September 6, the Senate com-
pleted their bill.

This work is done. Our veterans are
not pawns in a political game. They are
heroes.

October 25, 2007

America expects us to get the job
done. America expects us to provide
the best care to our veterans.

Please join me in calling upon the
Democratic leadership to put our vet-
erans first and send this bill to the
President now.

———

PERSECUTION OF JOURNALISTS IN
MEXICO

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the people in
Mexico are expected to remain silent
to the corruption and despicable acts
among the rich and powerful. Sort of
the philosophy: Sin ain’t sin as long as
good folk do it.

Lydia Cacho refused to remain silent,
and for that she fears for her life, has
been arrested, verbally abused, impris-
oned, and sued.

Lydia Cacho, founder and director of
a shelter for sexual assault victims in
Cancun, wrote a book, ‘“The Demons of
Eden.” In it, she exposed and named
the rich and powerful who lured poor
young girls to millionaire Cancun busi-
nessman Jean Succar Kuri’s home so
he and his friends could have sex with
them.

Powerful politicians and businessmen
had Cacho jailed for her work. Without
explanation, state police whisked her
away in the darkness of the night to a
prison 900 miles away. So much for
freedom of the press in Mexico.

Lydia Cacho is one of several journal-
ists that have been persecuted for arti-
cles about corruption in high places in
Mexico. Lydia Cacho became a polit-
ical prisoner of the rich, famous, and
powerful of Mexico. Accusations
against her should be dismissed, and
the child sex offenders should go to
jail.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
IT CAME TO PASS

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, there’s
a phrase that’s used in the Bible a
number of times: “It came to pass.”
That really struck me this weekend.

You know, the Republican majority,
it came and it passed. The Democratic
majority, it came and it will pass. So
that needs to be thought about in these
unprecedented procedural rules that
shut out so much of America from hav-
ing representation.

You have a Rules Committee that
says, we’ll not allow any amendments.
Now put on your evidence about your
amendments.

We have a majority leader that came
to the floor and said, we reached out to
the other side. I had a meeting this
morning about SCHIP.

The bill was put on display at 7:30; we
didn’t even get a copy. You have to
come and look at the copy.

It came to pass. I don’t know how
long the majority of the Democrats
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